
ChaSSaTXiddicN iQcideQW

DaWe JXO\ 18²19, 1969

LRcaWiRQ CKDSSDTXLGGLFN IVODQG,
MDVVDFKXVHWWV

CRRUdiQaWeV 41�22Ⱦ24.0ɇN
70�27Ⱦ13.3ɇ:

T\Se AXWRPRELOH DFFLGHQW

CaXVe NHJOLJHQW RSHUDWLRQ E\
EGZDUG M. KHQQHG\

OXWcRPe KHQQHG\'V GULYHU'V
OLFHQVH VXVSHQGHG 16
PRQWKV

CaVXalWieV

1 GHDG

DeaWhV MDU\ JR KRSHFKQH,
DJH 28

BXUial JXO\ 22, 1969,
PO\PRXWK,
PHQQV\OYDQLD

IQTXiUieV JXO\ 25, 1969, SXSHULRU
CRXUW
ASULO 6, 1970, DXNHV
CRXQW\ JUDQG MXU\
MD\ 18, 1970,
MDVVDFKXVHWWV
RHJLVWU\ RI MRWRU
VHKLFOHV

IQTXeVW JDQXDU\ 1970,
EGJDUWRZQ

ChaUgeV LHDYLQJ WKH VFHQH RI
DQ DFFLGHQW FDXVLQJ
ERGLO\ LQMXU\>1@>2@>3@

OSHUDWLRQ RI D PRWRU
YHKLFOH WRR IDVW IRU
H[LVWLQJ FRQGLWLRQV

CRQYicWiRQV LHDYLQJ WKH VFHQH
Z/ERGLO\ LQMXU\

ChaSSaTXiddicN iQcideQW

The ChaSSaTXiddicN iQcideQW (SRSXlaUl\ kQRZQ aV
ChaSSaTXiddicN)[1][2][5] ZaV a ViQgle-Yehicle caU cUaVh WhaW
RccXUUed RQ ChaSSaTXiddick IVlaQd iQ MaVVachXVeWWV VRme Wime
aURXQd midQighW beWZeeQ FUida\, JXl\ 18, aQd SaWXUda\, JXl\ 19,
1969.[6][7] The cUaVh ZaV caXVed b\ SeQaWRU EdZaUd M. (Ted)
KeQQed\'V QegligeQce aQd UeVXlWed iQ Whe deaWh Rf hiV 28-\eaU-Rld
SaVVeQgeU MaU\ JR KRSechQe, ZhR ZaV WUaSSed iQVide Whe
Yehicle.[8][5][9][10]

KeQQed\ lefW a SaUW\ RQ ChaSSaTXiddick aW 11:15ɾS.m. FUida\, ZiWh
KRSechQe. He maiQWaiQed hiV iQWeQW ZaV WR immediaWel\ Wake
KRSechQe WR a feUU\ laQdiQg aQd UeWXUQ WR EdgaUWRZQ, bXW WhaW he
accideQWall\ made a ZURQg WXUQ RQWR a diUW URad leadiQg WR a RQe-
laQe bUidge. AfWeU hiV caU Vkidded Rff Whe bUidge iQWR PRXcha PRQd,
KeQQed\ VZam fUee, aQd maiQWaiQed he WUied WR UeVcXe KRSechQe
fURm Whe VXbmeUged caU, bXW he cRXld QRW. KRSechQe'V deaWh cRXld
haYe haSSeQed aQ\ Wime beWZeeQ abRXW 11:30ɾ S.m. FUida\ aQd
1ɾa.m. SaWXUda\, aV aQ Rff-dXW\ deSXW\ VheUiff maiQWaiQed he VaZ a
caU maWchiQg KeQQed\'V aW 12:40ɾa.m. KeQQed\ lefW Whe VceQe aQd
did QRW UeSRUW Whe cUaVh WR SRlice XQWil afWeU 10ɾ a.m. SaWXUda\.
MeaQZhile, a diYeU UecRYeUed KRSechQe'V bRd\ fURm KeQQed\'V caU
VhRUWl\ befRUe 9ɾa.m. SaWXUda\.

AW a JXl\ 25, 1969, cRXUW heaUiQg, KeQQed\ Sled gXilW\ WR a chaUge
Rf leaYiQg Whe VceQe Rf aQ accideQW aQd UeceiYed a WZR-mRQWh
VXVSeQded jail VeQWeQce. IQ a WeleYiVed VWaWemeQW WhaW Vame
eYeQiQg, he Vaid hiV cRQdXcW immediaWel\ afWeU Whe cUaVh "made QR
VeQVe WR me aW all", aQd WhaW he UegaUded hiV failXUe WR UeSRUW Whe
cUaVh immediaWel\ aV "iQdefeQVible". A JaQXaU\ 5, 1970, jXdicial
iQTXeVW cRQclXded KeQQed\ aQd KRSechQe did QRW iQWeQd WR Wake
Whe feUU\, aQd WhaW KeQQed\ iQWeQWiRQall\ WXUQed WRZaUd Whe bUidge,
RSeUaWiQg hiV Yehicle QegligeQWl\, if QRW UeckleVVl\, aW WRR high a UaWe
Rf VSeed fRU Whe ha]aUd Zhich Whe bUidge SRVed iQ Whe daUk. The
jXdge VWRSSed VhRUW Rf UecRmmeQdiQg chaUgeV, aQd a gUaQd jXU\
cRQYeQed RQ ASUil 6, 1970, UeWXUQiQg QR iQdicWmeQWV. OQ Ma\ 27,
1970, a RegiVWU\ Rf MRWRU VehicleV heaUiQg UeVXlWed iQ KeQQed\'V
dUiYeU'V liceQVe beiQg VXVSeQded fRU a WRWal Rf Vi[WeeQ mRQWhV afWeU
Whe cUaVh.

The ChaSSaTXiddick iQcideQW became QaWiRQal QeZV WhaW
iQflXeQced KeQQed\'V deciViRQ QRW WR UXQ fRU PUeVideQW iQ 1972 aQd
1976,[5][9][10] aQd iW ZaV Vaid WR haYe XQdeUmiQed hiV chaQceV Rf
eYeU becRmiQg PUeVideQW.[11] KeQQed\ XlWimaWel\ decided WR eQWeU
Whe 1980 DemRcUaWic PaUW\ SUeVideQWial SUimaUieV, bXW eaUQed RQl\
37.6% Rf Whe YRWe aQd lRVW Whe QRmiQaWiRQ WR iQcXmbeQW PUeVideQW
Jimm\ CaUWeU.
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U.S. SeQaWRU EdZaUd M. (Ted) KeQQed\, age 37, aQd hiV cRXViQ, JRVeSh GaUgaQ, 39,[NoWeV 1] SlaQQed WR
Uace KeQQed\'V VailbRaW, VicWXUa, iQ Whe 1969 EdgaUWRZQ YachW ClXb RegaWWa RQ FUida\ aQd SaWXUda\,
JXl\ 18 aQd 19, 1969, afWeU haYiQg fRUgRQe Whe SUeYiRXV \eaU'V RegaWWa becaXVe Rf Whe aVVaVViQaWiRQ Rf
KeQQed\'V bURWheU, RRbeUW, WhaW JXQe.[13] GaUgaQ UeQWed VeclXded LaZUeQce CRWWage fRU Whe ZeekeQd RQ
ChaSSaTXiddick IVlaQd,[14] Zhich iV a WiQ\ iVlaQd acceVVible b\ feUU\ fURm EdgaUWRZQ RQ MaUWha'V
ViQe\aUd. The\ hRVWed a cRRkRXW SaUW\ aW Whe cRWWage aW 8:30ɾS.m WhaW eYeQiQg[15] aV a UeXQiRQ fRU Whe
"BRileU RRRm GiUlV," ZRmeQ ZhR had VeUYed RQ RRbeUW KeQQed\'V 1968 SUeVideQWial camSaigQ. Si[ Rf
WheVe aWWeQded Whe SaUW\: MaU\ JR KRSechQe, RRVemaU\ KeRXgh, EVWheU NeZbeUg, ViVWeUV NaQce aQd
MaU\ ElleQ L\RQV, aQd SXVaQ TaQQeQbaXm. All ZeUe iQ WheiU WZeQWieV aQd ViQgle.

The meQ aW Whe SaUW\ iQclXded Whe cUeZ Rf KeQQed\'V VailbRaW eQWeUed iQ Whe UegaWWa: GaUgaQ; PaXl
MaUkham, a VchRRl fUieQd Rf GaUgaQ ZhR had SUeYiRXVl\ VeUYed aV Whe U.S. AWWRUQe\ fRU
MaVVachXVeWWV;[16] aQd JRhQ B. CUimmiQV, 63,[5] a lRQg-Wime SRliWical aVVRciaWe Rf KeQQed\ ZhR VeUYed aV
hiV chaXffeXU fRU Whe ZeekeQd.[17] OWheUV addiWiRQall\ iQ aWWeQdaQce ZeUe aWWRUQe\ ChaUleV TUeWWeU, a
KeQQed\ adYiVRU; aQd Ra\mRQd LaRRVa, ZhR had ZRUked RQ KeQQed\'V VeQaWe camSaigQV. All Whe meQ
ZeUe maUUied, e[ceSW CUimmiQV;[5] ZiYeV ZeUe QRW iQYiWed WR Whe ChaSSaTXiddick ZeekeQd.[18] OWheU
fUieQdV aQd camSaigQ ZRUkeUV, male aQd female, had beeQ iQYiWed, bXW did QRW aWWeQd fRU YaUiRXV
UeaVRQV. MaUkham aQd CUimmiQV iQWeQded WR VSeQd Whe QighW aW Whe cRWWage, Zhile Whe RWheU meQ had
URRmV aW Whe ShiUeWRZQ IQQ RQe blRck fURm Whe EdgaUWRZQ feUU\ VliS, aQd Whe ZRmeQ had URRmV aW Whe
KaWama ShRUeV mRWRU iQQ abRXW 2 mileV (3.2ɾkm) VRXWh Rf Whe feUU\ VliS.[19]

AccRUdiQg WR KeQQed\, KRSechQe aVked him WR giYe heU a Uide back WR heU hRWel iQ KaWama. KeQQed\
UeTXeVWed Whe ke\V WR hiV caU (Zhich he did QRW XVXall\ dUiYe) fURm hiV chaXffeXU CUimmiQV.[20] KeQQed\
SXW WhiV Wime aW "aSSUR[imaWel\ 11:15ɾS.m.", alWhRXgh he ZaV QRW ZeaUiQg a ZaWch;[5] Whe Wime came fURm
CUimmiQV' ZaWch.[21] ReWXUQiQg WR EdgaUWRZQ aQd KaWama UeTXiUed makiQg Whe laVW feUU\, Zhich lefW Whe
iVlaQd aW midQighW, RU elVe calliQg WR aUUaQge a laWeU feUU\. KRSechQe WRld QR RQe elVe WhaW Vhe ZaV leaYiQg
fRU Whe QighW ZiWh KeQQed\, aQd iQ facW lefW heU SXUVe aQd hRWel ke\ aW Whe SaUW\.[22]

The e[acW Wime Whe cUaVh RccXUUed iV XQkQRZQ, dXe WR a cRQflicW beWZeeQ Whe WeVWimRQ\ Rf KeQQed\ aQd a
deSXW\ VheUiff ZhR claimed WR haYe VeeQ hiV caU aW a laWeU Wime. KeQQed\ claimed aV VRRQ aV he lefW Whe
SaUW\, he immediaWel\ dURYe RQe-half mile (0.8ɾkm) QRUWh RQ ChaSSaTXiddick RRad headed fRU Whe feUU\
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The Dike Bridge is accessible only
by a dirt road, and leads to dead-
end sand dunes past Poucha Pond.
The guardrail was not present in
1969.

Dike House along Dike Road is 150
yards from the bridge.

laQdiQg, aQd miVWakeQl\ made a ZURQg WXUQ, UighW, RQWR Whe diUW Dike
RRad, iQVWead Rf beaUiQg lefW WR VWa\ RQ Whe SaYed ChaSSaTXiddick
RRad fRU aQRWheU WZR aQd a half mileV (4.0ɾ km). TheUe iV alVR a
QRUWhbRXQd diUW CemeWeU\ RRad aW WhiV iQWeUVecWiRQ.

PaUW-Wime DeSXW\ SheUiff ChUiVWRSheU "HXck" LRRk lefW ZRUk b\
12:30ɾ a.m. RQ SaWXUda\ aV a gaWe gXaUd iQ XQifRUm fRU Whe UegaWWa
daQce, UeWXUQed WR ChaSSaTXiddick IVlaQd iQ Whe \achW clXb'V SUiYaWe
bRaW, aQd dURYe eaVW aQd VRXWh RQ ChaSSaTXiddick RRad WRZaUd hiV
hRme. AW aURXQd 12:40ɾ a.m., afWeU he SaVVed Whe iQWeUVecWiRQ ZiWh
Dike RRad, he VaZ a daUk fRXU-dRRU VedaQ dUiYeQ b\ a maQ ZiWh a
ZRmaQ iQ Whe fURQW VeaW, aSSURachiQg aQd SaVViQg VlRZl\ iQ fURQW Rf
him. The caU dURYe Rff Whe SaYemeQW RQWR CemeWeU\ RRad, aQd
VWRSSed. ThiQkiQg Whe RccXSaQWV Rf Whe caU mighW be lRVW, LRRk
VWRSSed aQd Zalked WRZaUdV Whe RWheU Yehicle. WheQ he ZaV 25 WR 30
feeW (7.6 WR 9.1ɾm) aZa\, Whe caU UeYeUVed aQd VWaUWed backiQg XS WRZaUdV him. AV he called RXW WR RffeU
helS, Whe caU mRYed fRUZaUd aQd YeeUed TXickl\ eaVWZaUd RQWR Dike RRad, VSeediQg aZa\ aQd leaYiQg a
clRXd Rf dXVW.[23] LRRk Uecalled WhaW Whe caU'V liceQVe SlaWe begaQ ZiWh aQ L aQd cRQWaiQed WZR 7V,
cRQViVWeQW ZiWh KeQQed\'V liceQVe L78±207 RQ hiV OldVmRbile DelmRQW 88.[5] He UeWXUQed WR hiV caU aQd
cRQWiQXed RQ hiV Za\ VRXWh. LRRk'V YeUViRQ, if WUXe, leaYeV RYeU aQ hRXU Rf KeQQed\'V Wime ZiWh KRSechQe
XQaccRXQWed befRUe Whe cUaVh.

AbRXW a miQXWe laWeU, LRRk VaZ KeQQed\'V SaUW\ gXeVWV NaQce aQd MaU\ ElleQ L\RQV, aQd Ra\ LaRRVa,
daQciQg iQ a cRQga liQe dRZQ Whe middle Rf ChaSSaTXiddick RRad, a VhRUW diVWaQce VRXWh Rf Dike bUidge.
He VWRSSed WR aVk if Whe\ Qeeded a Uide, Zhich Whe\ decliQed. LaRRVa aQd Whe L\RQV ViVWeUV cRUURbRUaWed
LRRk'V WeVWimRQ\ abRXW meeWiQg him iQ Whe URad aQd Whe YeUbal e[chaQge, bXW Whe\ ZeUe XQVXUe Rf Whe
Wime. The\ alVR Vaid Whe\ VaZ a Yehicle dUiYiQg QRUWh RQ ChaSSaTXiddick RRad, Zhich Whe\ cRXld QRW
deVcUibe iQ aQ\ deWail.

Dike RRad leadV VeYeQ-WeQWhV Rf a mile (1.1ɾkm) WR Dike BUidge,[24] a ZRRdeQ VWUXcWXUe aQgled RbliTXel\
WR Whe URad, cURVViQg Whe chaQQel cRQQecWiQg CaSe PRgXe PRQd WR Whe QRUWh aQd PRgXe PRQd WR Whe
VRXWh,[25] leadiQg eaVWZaUd WR a baUUieU beach kQRZQ aV TRm'V Neck PRiQW.[26] AW Whe Wime, Whe bUidge ZaV
QRW fiWWed ZiWh gXaUdUailV.[27] A fUacWiRQ Rf a VecRQd befRUe KeQQed\ Ueached Whe bUidge, he aSSlied hiV
bUakeV aQd lRVW cRQWURl Rf Whe caU, Zhich laXQched RYeU Whe VRXWheUQ eQd Rf Whe bUidge, SlXQged QRVe-fiUVW
iQWR Whe chaQQel,[28] aQd fliSSed RYeU, UeVWiQg RQ iWV URRf.

KeQQed\ ZaV able WR VZim fUee Rf Whe Yehicle, bXW KRSechQe ZaV QRW.
KeQQed\ Vaid WhaW he called heU Qame VeYeUal WimeV fURm Whe VhRUe
aQd WUied WR VZim dRZQ WR Ueach heU VeYeQ RU eighW WimeV. He WheQ
UeVWed RQ Whe baQk fRU aURXQd 15 miQXWeV befRUe he UeWXUQed RQ fRRW
WR LaZUeQce CRWWage. He deQied VeeiQg aQ\ hRXVe ZiWh a lighW RQ
dXUiQg hiV 15-miQXWe Zalk back.[29] HiV URXWe back WRRk him SaVW
fRXU hRXVeV fURm Zhich he cRXld haYe WeleShRQed WR VXmmRQ helS
befRUe he Ueached Whe cRWWage, bXW he did QRW aWWemSW WR cRQWacW Whe
lRcal UeVideQWV.[30] The fiUVW Rf Whe hRXVeV ZaV Dike HRXVe, 150 \aUdV
(140ɾ m) fURm Whe bUidge aQd RccXSied b\ S\lYia Malm aQd heU
famil\. Malm VWaWed laWeU WhaW Vhe ZaV hRme, Vhe had a ShRQe, aQd
Vhe had lefW a lighW RQ aW Whe UeVideQce ZheQ Vhe UeWiUed WhaW
eYeQiQg.[31]

KeQQed\ UeWXUQed WR Whe cRWWage, ZheUe Whe SaUW\ ZaV VWill iQ SURgUeVV, bXW UaWheU WhaQ aleUWiQg all Rf Whe
gXeVWV WR Whe cUaVh, he TXieWl\ VXmmRQed GaUgaQ aQd MaUkham, aQd cRllaSVed iQ Whe back VeaW Rf a
UeQWed Pl\mRXWh ValiaQW SaUked iQ Whe dUiYeZa\. GaUgaQ dURYe Whe WhUee WR Whe ViWe Rf Whe cUaVh iQ RUdeU
WR WU\ WR UeVcXe KRSechQe fURm KeQQed\'V RYeUWXUQed caU. GaUgaQ aQd MaUkham jXmSed iQWR Whe SRQd
aQd WUied UeSeaWedl\ WR UeVcXe heU,[18] bXW ZeUe QRW able WR dXe WR Whe VWURQg Widal cXUUeQW. AfWeU Whe\
UecRYeUed, GaUgaQ dURYe KeQQed\ aQd MaUkham WR Whe feUU\ laQdiQg. The WhUee ZeUe all laZ\eUV, aQd
Whe\ diVcXVVed ZhaW Whe\ VhRXld dR Zhile VWaQdiQg Qe[W WR a SXblic ShRQe bRRWh aW Whe laQdiQg. GaUgaQ
aQd MaUkham iQViVWed mXlWiSle WimeV WhaW Whe cUaVh had WR be UeSRUWed WR Whe aXWhRUiWieV.[32]
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KeQQed\ VXddeQl\ dRYe iQWR Whe chaQQel, VZam Whe 500 feeW (150ɾm) acURVV WR EdgaUWRZQ aQd UeWXUQed
WR hiV hRWel URRm, ZheUe he UemRYed hiV clRWheV aQd cRllaSVed RQ hiV bed.[33] He laWeU SXW RQ dU\ clRWheV,
lefW hiV URRm, aQd aVked VRmeRQe ZhaW Whe Wime ZaV; iW ZaV VRmeZheUe aURXQd 2:30ɾa.m., he Uecalled.
MeaQZhile, GaUgaQ aQd MaUkham had dUiYeQ Whe UeQWal caU back WR Whe cRWWage; Whe\ eQWeUed Whe cRWWage
aW aSSUR[imaWel\ 2ɾa.m. bXW WRld QR RQe ZhaW had haSSeQed. WheQ TXeVWiRQed b\ Whe gXeVWV, Whe\ Vaid
WhaW KeQQed\ had VZXm back WR EdgaUWRZQ, aQd KRSechQe ZaV SURbabl\ aW heU hRWel. GaUgaQ WheQ WRld
eYeU\RQe WR geW VRme VleeS.

B\ 7:30ɾa.m., KeQQed\ ZaV WalkiQg caVXall\ WR Whe ZiQQeU Rf Whe SUeYiRXV da\'V VailiQg Uace aQd gaYe QR
iQdicaWiRQ WhaW aQ\WhiQg ZaV amiVV.[16] AW 8ɾa.m., GaUgaQ aQd MaUkham had cURVVed back WR EdgaUWRZQ
RQ Whe feUU\ aQd meW KeQQed\.

A VhRUW Wime afWeU 8 a.m., a maQ aQd fifWeeQ-\eaU-Rld bR\ ZhR ZeQW fiVhiQg Rff TRm'V Neck PRiQW, VaZ
KeQQed\'V VXbmeUged caU iQ PRXcha PRQd aQd QRWified Whe UeVideQWV Rf Whe cRWWage QeaUeVW Whe VceQe,
ZhR iQ WXUQ called Whe aXWhRUiWieV aW abRXW 8:20ɾa.m.[34] EdgaUWRZQ PRlice Chief DRmiQick JameV AUeQa
aUUiYed aW Whe VceQe abRXW 10 RU 15 miQXWeV laWeU.[35] He aWWemSWed WR e[amiQe Whe iQWeUiRU Rf Whe
VXbmeUged Yehicle,[35][36] WheQ VXmmRQed a WUaiQed VcXba diYeU aQd eTXiSmeQW caSable Rf WRZiQg RU
ZiQchiQg Whe Yehicle RXW Rf Whe ZaWeU. JRhQ FaUUaU, caSWaiQ Rf Whe EdgaUWRZQ FiUe ReVcXe XQiW, aUUiYed aW
8:45ɾa.m. eTXiSSed ZiWh VcXba geaU aQd diVcRYeUed KRSechQe'V bRd\ iQ Whe back VeaW; he e[WUicaWed iW
fURm Whe Yehicle ZiWhiQ 10 miQXWeV.[37][38] PRlice checked Whe caU'V liceQVe SlaWe aQd VaZ WhaW iW ZaV
UegiVWeUed WR KeQQed\.[18] RRVemaU\ KeRXgh'V SXUVe ZaV fRXQd iQ Whe fURQW SaVVeQgeU cRmSaUWmeQW Rf
Whe caU, caXViQg AUeQa WR miVideQWif\ KRSechQe.[39][NoWeV 2]

MeaQZhile, KeQQed\, GaUgaQ, aQd MaUkham cURVVed back WR ChaSSaTXiddick IVlaQd RQ Whe feUU\, ZheUe
KeQQed\ made a VeUieV Rf WeleShRQe callV fURm a Sa\ ShRQe QeaU Whe feUU\ cURVViQg²Whe Vame ShRQe WhaW
Whe WhUee meQ had VWRRd b\ aSSUR[imaWel\ Vi[ hRXUV eaUlieU diVcXVViQg KeQQed\'V RSWiRQV. KeQQed\
called fUieQdV aQd laZ\eUV fRU adYice, hRZeYeU, iQVWead Rf QRWif\iQg Whe aXWhRUiWieV WhaW he ZaV Whe
RSeUaWRU Rf Whe Yehicle, Zhich ZaV VWill XSVide dRZQ iQ PRXcha PRQd. He called hiV bURWheU-iQ-laZ
SWeSheQ EdZaUd SmiWh,[NoWeV 3][40] cRQgUeVVmaQ JRhQ V. TXQQe\,[41] aQd RWheUV WhaW mRUQiQg, bXW he
VWill did QRW UeSRUW Whe accideQW WR aXWhRUiWieV.[16]

KeQQed\ ZaV VWill aW Whe Sa\ ShRQe ZheQ he heaUd WhaW hiV caU aQd KRSechQe'V bRd\ had beeQ
diVcRYeUed;[42] he WheQ cURVVed back WR EdgaUWRZQ WR gR WR Whe SRlice VWaWiRQ ZiWh MaUkham. MeaQZhile
GaUgaQ ZeQW WR Whe KaWama ShRUeV WR iQfRUm Whe BRileU RRRm GiUlV Rf Whe iQcideQW.[16] KeQQed\ eQWeUed
Whe SRlice VWaWiRQ aW aSSUR[imaWel\ 9:50ɾa.m.. He aVked WR make VRme WeleShRQe callV, aQd ZaV WRld he
cRXld XVe AUeQa'V Rffice. WheQ AUeQa UeWXUQed WR Whe VWaWiRQ aW 10:00, he ZaV "VWXQQed" WR leaUQ
KeQQed\ alUead\ kQeZ Rf Whe accideQW aQd Whe WUXe ideQWiW\ Rf Whe YicWim, aQd admiWWed he ZaV Whe
dUiYeU.[43] AUeQa led KeQQed\ WR aQRWheU emSW\ Rffice ZheUe he cRXld SUiYaWel\ dicWaWe hiV VWaWemeQW WR
MaUkham, ZhR ZURWe iW RXW iQ lRQg haQd. AUeQa WheQ W\Sed RXW Whe VWaWemeQW:[44][NoWeV 4]

OQ JXl\ 18, 1969, aW aSSUR[imaWel\ 11:15 S.m. iQ ChaSSaTXiddick, MaUWha'V ViQe\aUd,
MaVVachXVeWWV, I ZaV dUiYiQg m\ caU RQ MaiQ SWUeeW RQ m\ Za\ WR geW Whe feUU\ back WR
EdgaUWRZQ. I ZaV XQfamiliaU ZiWh Whe URad aQd WXUQed UighW RQWR D\ke [Vic] RRad,[NoWeV 5]

iQVWead Rf beaUiQg haUd lefW RQ MaiQ SWUeeW. AfWeU SURceediQg fRU aSSUR[imaWel\ RQe-half mile
RQ D\ke [Vic] RRad I deVceQded a hill aQd came XSRQ a QaUURZ bUidge [NoWeV 6]. The caU ZeQW
Rff Whe Vide Rf Whe bUidge. TheUe ZaV RQe SaVVeQgeU ZiWh me, RQe MiVV MaU\___,[NoWeV 7] a
fRUmeU VecUeWaU\ Rf m\ bURWheU SeQ. RRbeUW KeQQed\. The caU WXUQed RYeU aQd VaQk iQWR Whe
ZaWeU aQd laQded ZiWh Whe URRf UeVWiQg RQ Whe bRWWRm. I aWWemSWed WR RSeQ Whe dRRU aQd Whe
ZiQdRZ Rf Whe caU bXW haYe QR UecRllecWiRQ Rf hRZ I gRW RXW Rf Whe caU. I came WR Whe VXUface
aQd WheQ UeSeaWedl\ dRYe dRZQ WR Whe caU iQ aQ aWWemSW WR Vee if Whe SaVVeQgeU ZaV VWill iQ Whe
caU. I ZaV XQVXcceVVfXl iQ Whe aWWemSW. I ZaV e[haXVWed aQd iQ a VWaWe Rf VhRck. I Uecall
ZalkiQg back WR ZheUe m\ fUieQdV ZeUe eaWiQg. TheUe ZaV a caU SaUked iQ fURQW Rf Whe cRWWage
aQd I climbed iQWR Whe backVeaW. I WheQ aVked fRU VRmeRQe WR bUiQg me back WR EdgaUWRZQ. I
UemembeU ZalkiQg aURXQd fRU a SeUiRd aQd WheQ gRiQg back WR m\ hRWel URRm. WheQ I fXll\
Ueali]ed ZhaW had haSSeQed WhiV mRUQiQg, I immediaWel\ cRQWacWed Whe SRlice.

KeQQed\ Vaid Whe VWaWemeQW ZaV cRUUecW aV AUeQa W\Sed iW, bXW did QRW VigQ iW.[45]

AV Whe Medical E[amiQeU DU. RRbeUW NeYiQ had Whe da\ Rff, AVVRciaWe Medical E[amiQeU DU. DRQald MillV
ZaV called WR Whe cUaVh ViWe WR e[amiQe Whe bRd\. He ZaV VaWiVfied WhaW Whe caXVe Rf deaWh ZaV accideQWal
dURZQiQg, bXW aVked Whe DiVWUicW AWWRUQe\'V Rffice fRU diUecWiRQ RQ ZheWheU aQ aXWRSV\ ZaV QeceVVaU\, aQd
ZaV WRld iW ZaVQ'W aV lRQg aV WheUe ZeUe QR VigQV Rf fRXl Sla\ aQd he ZaV VaWiVfied iW ZaV a dURZQiQg. He
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VigQed Whe deaWh ceUWificaWe WR WhaW effecW aQd UeleaVed Whe bRd\ fRU embalmiQg, aQd diUecWed WhaW a blRRd
VamSle be cRllecWed aQd VeQW WR Whe SWaWe PRlice fRU aQal\ViV Rf alcRhRl cRQWeQW.[46] The UeVXlW ZaV 0.09%,
Zhich MillV miVWakeQl\ WhRXghW UeSUeVeQWed RQl\ a "mRdeUaWe" leYel, bXW iQ facW iQdicaWed iQ a SeUVRQ Rf
KRSechQe'V ZeighW, XS WR fiYe dUiQkV Rf liTXRU ZiWhiQ aQ hRXU SUiRU WR deaWh.[47]

KRSechQe'V bRd\ ZaV UeleaVed WR heU famil\, aQd Whe fXQeUal ZaV held RQ TXeVda\, JXl\ 22, iQ Pl\mRXWh,
PeQQV\lYaQia.[48][49][50]

ME NeYiQ VWURQgl\ diVagUeed ZiWh MillV' deciViRQ WR fRUgR aXWRSV\,[51] belieYiQg WhaW UXliQg RXW fRXl Sla\
ZRXld ZRUk WR KeQQed\'V adYaQWage b\ la\iQg SUXUieQW SXblic VSecXlaWiRQ WR UeVW.[52]

FaUUaU, ZhR UecRYeUed KRSechQe'V bRd\ fURm Whe VXbmeUged caU,[53] belieYed WhaW KRSechQe died fURm
VXffRcaWiRQ UaWheU WhaQ fURm dURZQiQg RU fURm Whe imSacW Rf Whe RYeUWXUQed Yehicle, baVed XSRQ Whe
SRVWXUe iQ Zhich he fRXQd Whe bRd\ iQ Whe Zell Rf Whe back VeaW Rf Whe caU, ZheUe aQ aiU SRckeW ZRXld haYe
fRUmed. RigRU mRUWiV ZaV aSSaUeQW, heU haQdV ZeUe claVSiQg Whe back VeaW, aQd heU face ZaV WXUQed
XSZaUd.[54] BRb MRlla, aQ iQVSecWRU fRU Whe MaVVachXVeWWV RegiVWU\ Rf MRWRU VehicleV ZhR iQYeVWigaWed
Whe cUaVh aW Whe Wime, Vaid WhaW SaUWV Rf Whe URRf aQd Whe WUXQk aSSeaUed WR be dU\.[55] FaUUaU SXblicl\
aVVeUWed WhaW KRSechQe ZRXld haYe SURbabl\ VXUYiYed if a mRUe Wimel\ UeVcXe aWWemSW had beeQ
cRQdXcWed.[56][57][58]

KeQQed\ UeWXUQed WR hiV famil\'V cRmSRXQd iQ H\aQQiV PRUW.
SWeSheQ SmiWh, RRbeUW McNamaUa, Ted SRUeQVeQ, RichaUd N.
GRRdZiQ, Lem BilliQgV, MilWRQ GZiUW]maQ, DaYid W. BXUke, JRhQ
CXlYeU, TXQQe\,[41] GaUgaQ,[59] MaUkham, aQd RWheUV aUUiYed WR
adYiVe him.[60] SmiWh, Whe KeQQed\ famil\ bXViQeVV maQageU aQd
"maVWeU fi[eU",[60] UeVigQed himVelf WR Whe facW WhaW Whe SRliWical
damage had beeQ dRQe, aQd KeQQed\'V chaQce Rf UXQQiQg fRU
PUeVideQW aW Whe Qe[W aYailable ZiQdRZ, 1972, ZaV gRQe. The SURblem
UemaiQed hRZ WR SURWecW him fURm a chaUge Rf maQVlaXghWeU.[60]

KeQQed\'V cRXUW heaUiQg ZaV held befRUe MaVVachXVeWWV DiVWUicW
CRXUW JXdge JameV BR\le RQ JXl\ 25, VeYeQ da\V afWeU Whe iQcideQW.
KeQQed\ Sleaded gXilW\ WR a chaUge Rf leaYiQg Whe VceQe Rf aQ
accideQW caXViQg bRdil\ iQjXU\. HiV aWWRUQe\V aUgXed WhaW aQ\ jail
VeQWeQce VhRXld be VXVSeQded, aQd Whe SURVecXWRUV agUeed b\ ciWiQg
hiV age (37), chaUacWeU, aQd SUiRU UeSXWaWiRQ.[61] "CRQVideUiQg Whe
XQblemiVhed UecRUd Rf Whe defeQdaQW, aQd iQVRfaU aV Whe CRmmRQZealWh UeSUeVeQWV WhiV iV QRW a caVe
ZheUe he ZaV Ueall\ WU\iQg WR cRQceal hiV ideQWiW\...", BR\le VeQWeQced him WR Whe VWaWXWRU\ miQimXm WZR
mRQWhV iQ SUiVRQ, Zhich he VXVSeQded, Va\iQg WhaW he "haV alUead\ beeQ, aQd Zill cRQWiQXe WR be
SXQiVhed faU be\RQd aQ\WhiQg WhiV cRXUW caQ imSRVe."[4]

DeVSiWe aQ AVVRciaWed PUeVV VWRU\ SXbliVhed WhaW mRUQiQg, BR\le ZaV XQaZaUe WhaW KeQQed\'V dUiYiQg
UecRUd ZaV, iQ facW, faU fURm "XQblemiVhed".[4] While aWWeQdiQg UQiYeUViW\ Rf ViUgiQia SchRRl Rf LaZ
(1956±1959), he had cRmSiled a UecRUd Rf UeckleVV dUiYiQg aQd dUiYiQg ZiWhRXW a liceQVe.[62] IQ RQe
SaUWicXlaU MaUch 14, 1958, iQcideQW, KeQQed\ UaQ a Ued lighW, WheQ cXW hiV Wail lighWV aQd Uaced WR aYRid a
highZa\ SaWURl RfficeU. WheQ KeQQed\ ZaV caXghW, he ZaV ciWed fRU UeckleVV dUiYiQg, UaciQg WR aYRid
SXUVXiW, aQd dUiYiQg ZiWhRXW a liceQVe.[63]

KeQQed\'V Zife JRaQ ZaV SUegQaQW aW Whe Wime Rf Whe ChaSSaTXiddick iQcideQW. She ZaV cRQfiQed WR bed
becaXVe Rf WZR SUeYiRXV miVcaUUiageV, bXW Vhe aWWeQded KRSechQe'V fXQeUal aQd VWRRd beVide heU
hXVbaQd iQ cRXUW.[64] SRRQ afWeU, Vhe VXffeUed a WhiUd miVcaUUiage,[65] Zhich Vhe blamed RQ Whe
ChaSSaTXiddick iQcideQW.[66]

DLVSXWed caXVe Rf deaWK

DefenVe VWUaWeg\

AUUaignmenW

Kenned\'V WeleYiVed VWaWemenW



AW 7:30ɾ S.m. RQ JXl\ 25, KeQQed\ deliYeUed a leQgWh\ VSeech abRXW Whe iQcideQW, SUeSaUed b\
SRUeQVeQ[60][67] aQd bURadcaVW liYe b\ Whe WhUee WeleYiViRQ QeWZRUkV.[68][69] He begaQ b\ UeadiQg Whe
VSeech Rff a SUeSaUed maQXVcUiSW.[70]

KeQQed\ e[SlaiQed WhaW hiV Zife did QRW accRmSaQ\ him WR Whe UegaWWa dXe WR "UeaVRQV Rf healWh". He
deQied he eQgaged iQ aQ\ "immRUal cRQdXcW" ZiWh KRSechQe RU dUiYiQg XQdeU Whe iQflXeQce Rf alcRhRl
WhaW eYeQiQg. He Vaid WhaW hiV cRQdXcW dXUiQg Whe hRXUV immediaWel\ afWeU Whe accideQW "made QR VeQVe WR
me aW all" aQd Vaid hiV dRcWRUV had iQfRUmed him he had VXffeUed "ceUebUal cRQcXVViRQ aQd VhRck". He
Vaid he UegaUded hiV failXUe WR UeSRUW Whe accideQW WR Whe SRlice immediaWel\ aV "iQdefeQVible". TR Whe
hRUURU Rf GaUgaQ'V aWWRUQe\, hiV VWaWemeQW UeYealed hiV eQliVWmeQW Rf Whe helS Rf GaUgaQ aQd MaUkham WR
WU\ WR UeVcXe KRSechQe (deVSiWe aVVXUaQceV he had made WR Whe effecW WhaW he ZRXld QRW iQYRlYe Whem).

He Vaid "all kiQdV Rf VcUambled WhRXghWV" ZeQW WhURXgh hiV miQd afWeU Whe accideQW, iQclXdiQg "ZheWheU
Whe giUl mighW VWill be aliYe VRmeZheUe RXW Rf WhaW immediaWe aUea", ZheWheU "VRme aZfXl cXUVe acWXall\
did haQg RYeU all Whe KeQQed\V", ZheWheU WheUe ZaV "VRme jXVWifiable UeaVRQ fRU me WR dRXbW ZhaW had
haSSeQed aQd WR dela\ m\ UeSRUW", aQd ZheWheU "VRmehRZ Whe aZfXl ZeighW Rf WhiV iQcUedible iQcideQW
mighW iQ VRme Za\ SaVV fURm m\ VhRXldeUV." He Vaid he ZaV RYeUcRme "b\ a jXmble Rf emRWiRQV²gUief,
feaU, dRXbW, e[haXVWiRQ, SaQic, cRQfXViRQ, aQd VhRck." He Vaid he iQVWUXcWed GaUgaQ aQd MaUkham "QRW
WR alaUm MaU\ JR'V fUieQdV WhaW QighW," WheQ UeWXUQed WR Whe feUU\ ZiWh Whe WZR meQ aQd "VXddeQl\
jXmSed iQWR Whe ZaWeU aQd imSXlViYel\ VZam acURVV, QeaUl\ dURZQiQg RQce agaiQ iQ Whe effRUW, UeWXUQiQg
WR m\ hRWel aURXQd 2 a.m. aQd cRllaSVed iQ m\ URRm."

KeQQed\ WheQ SXW dRZQ hiV maQXVcUiSW (WhRXgh he cRQWiQXed UeadiQg fURm cXe caUdV), aQd aVked Whe
SeRSle Rf MaVVachXVeWWV WR decide ZheWheU he VhRXld UeVigQ:

"If aW aQ\ Wime, Whe ciWi]eQV Rf MaVVachXVeWWV VhRXld lack cRQfideQce iQ WheiU SeQaWRU'V
chaUacWeU RU hiV abiliW\, ZiWh RU ZiWhRXW jXVWificaWiRQ, he cRXld QRW iQ m\ RSiQiRQ adeTXaWel\
SeUfRUm hiV dXWieV, aQd VhRXld QRW cRQWiQXe iQ Rffice. The RSSRUWXQiW\ WR ZRUk ZiWh \RX aQd
VeUYe MaVVachXVeWWV haV made m\ life ZRUWhZhile. SR I aVk \RX WRQighW, Whe SeRSle Rf
MaVVachXVeWWV, WR WhiQk WhiV WhURXgh ZiWh me. IQ faciQg WhiV deciViRQ, I Veek \RXU adYice aQd
RSiQiRQ. IQ makiQg iW I Veek \RXU SUa\eUV. FRU WhiV iV a deciViRQ WhaW I Zill haYe fiQall\ WR make
RQ m\ RZQ."

The VSeech cRQclXded ZiWh a SaVVage TXRWed fURm JRhQ F. KeQQed\'V bRRk PURfileV iQ CRXUage
(ghRVWZUiWWeQ b\ SRUeQVeQ): "A maQ dReV ZhaW he mXVW²iQ VSiWe Rf SeUVRQal cRQVeTXeQceV".[71]

CUiWical UeacWiRQ WR Whe VSeech ZaV immediaWe aQd QegaWiYe. NBC QeZVmaQ JRhQ ChaQcellRU cRmSaUed iW
WR RichaUd Ni[RQ'V 1952 CheckeUV VSeech. KeQQed\ admiUeU DaYid HalbeUVWam ZURWe iQ HaUSeU'V
maga]iQe WhaW iW ZaV "Rf VXch cheaSQeVV aQd baWhRV aV WR be a UejecWiRQ Rf eYeU\WhiQg Whe KeQQed\V had
VWRRd fRU iQ caQdRU aQd VW\le. IW ZaV aV if WheVe meQ had fRUgRWWeQ eYeU\WhiQg Zhich made Whe KeQQed\V
diVWiQcWiYe iQ AmeUicaQ SRliWicV aQd VimSl\ WRld Whe \RXQgeVW bURWheU WhaW he cRXld geW aZa\ ZiWh
ZhaWeYeU he ZaQWed becaXVe he ZaV a KeQQed\ iQ MaVVachXVeWWV."[60]

AlWhRXgh KeQQed\ UeceiYed maQ\ meVVageV fURm YRWeUV RSSRVed WR him UeVigQiQg fURm Whe SeQaWe,
UeacWiRQ iQ mXch Rf Whe QeZV media, aQd Rf DiVWUicW AWWRUQe\ EdmXQd DiQiV, ZaV WhaW KeQQed\'V
WeleYiVed VSeech lefW maQ\ TXeVWiRQV XQaQVZeUed abRXW hRZ Whe accideQW haSSeQed, aQd hiV dela\ iQ
UeSRUWiQg iW. OQ JXl\ 31, 1969, Whe Vame da\ KeQQed\ UeWXUQed WR hiV SeQaWe VeaW,[72] DiQiV ZURWe WR Whe
Chief JXVWice Rf Whe MaVVachXVeWWV SXSeUiRU CRXUW, JRVeSh TaXUR, aVkiQg fRU a jXdicial iQTXeVW iQWR
KRSechQe'V deaWh.[73] He UeceiYed a UeVSRQVe Whe Qe[W da\ WhaW VXch iQTXeVWV aUe XQdeU jXUiVdicWiRQ Rf
Whe DiVWUicW CRXUW. DiQiV WheQ VeQW hiV UeTXeVW WR KeQQeWh NaVh, Whe Chief JXVWice Rf Whe lRZeU cRXUW.[74]

NaVh adYiVed DiQiV WhaW a gUaQd jXU\ iQYeVWigaWiRQ had mRUe "WeeWh" WhaQ aQ iQTXeVW, aV iW had Whe SRZeU
WR iQdicW defeQdaQWV, ZheUeaV aQ iQTXeVW ZaV RQl\ aXWhRUi]ed WR deWeUmiQe if a cUime haV beeQ
cRmmiWWed.

DiQiV meW ZiWh EdgaUWRZQ DiVWUicW CRXUW JXdge JameV BR\le RQ AXgXVW 8 WR e[SlaiQ hiV UeaVRQV fRU
UeTXeVWiQg Whe iQTXeVW. BR\le did QRW UecXVe himVelf, eYeQ WhRXgh he had SUeVided RYeU Whe heaUiQg aW
Zhich KeQQed\ Sled gXilW\.[75] BR\le aQQRXQced Whe iQTXeVW ZaV VchedXled WR VWaUW RQ SeSWembeU 3, aQd
ZRXld be RSeQ WR Whe SUeVV.[76] OQ SeSWembeU 2, KeQQed\'V laZ\eUV SeWiWiRQed Whe MaVVachXVeWWV
SXSUeme CRXUW fRU a WemSRUaU\ iQjXQcWiRQ agaiQVW Whe iQTXeVW,[74] Zhich ZaV gUaQWed.
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DiQiV SeWiWiRQed fRU aQ e[hXmaWiRQ aQd aXWRSV\ Rf KRSechQe'V bRd\,[74] aQd RQ SeSWembeU 18, 1969, he
SXblicl\ diVclRVed WhaW blRRd had beeQ fRXQd RQ heU lRQg-VleeYed blRXVe aQd iQ heU mRXWh aQd QRVe,
"Zhich ma\ RU ma\ QRW be cRQViVWeQW ZiWh deaWh b\ dURZQiQg",[77] ZheQ heU clRWheV ZeUe giYeQ WR
aXWhRUiWieV b\ Whe fXQeUal diUecWRU.[78]

JXdge BeUQaUd BURmiQVki Rf Whe CRXUW Rf CRmmRQ PleaV iQ LX]eUQe CRXQW\, PeQQV\lYaQia, held a
heaUiQg RQ Whe UeTXeVW RQ OcWRbeU 20±21.[74] The UeTXeVW ZaV RSSRVed b\ KRSechQe'V SaUeQWV.[74]

FRUeQVic SaWhRlRgiVW WeUQeU SSiW] WeVWified RQ behalf Rf JRVeSh aQd GZeQ KRSechQe WhaW Whe aXWRSV\ ZaV
XQQeceVVaU\ aQd Whe aYailable eYideQce ZaV VXfficieQW WR cRQclXde WhaW KRSechQe died fURm
dURZQiQg.[79][80] JXdge BURmiQVki UXled agaiQVW Whe e[hXmaWiRQ RQ DecembeU 1, Va\iQg WhaW WheUe ZaV
"QR eYideQce" WhaW "aQ\WhiQg RWheU WhaQ dURZQiQg had caXVed Whe deaWh Rf MaU\ JR KRSechQe."[81]

The iQTXeVW[82][60] cRQYeQed iQ EdgaUWRZQ iQ JaQXaU\ 1970. AW Whe UeTXeVW Rf KeQQed\'V laZ\eUV, Whe
MaVVachXVeWWV SXSUeme JXdicial CRXUW RUdeUed iW WR be SeUfRUmed VecUeWl\[83][84] ZiWh JXdge JameV A.
BR\le SUeVidiQg, aQd Whe 763-Sage WUaQVcUiSW ZaV UeleaVed fRXU mRQWhV laWeU.[84]

KeQQed\ WeVWified, ZheQ he ZaV abRXW WR leaYe Whe SaUW\, KRSechQe WRld him "WhaW Vhe ZaV deViURXV Rf
leaYiQg" aQd aVked "if I ZRXld be kiQd eQRXgh WR dURS heU back aW heU hRWel." CUimmiQV aQd VRme RWheU
gXeVWV "ZeUe cRQclXdiQg WheiU meal, eQjR\iQg Whe fellRZVhiS aQd iW didQ'W aSSeaU WR be QeceVVaU\ WR
UeTXiUe him WR bUiQg me back WR EdgaUWRZQ."[20] WiWQeVVeV aW Whe SaUW\ YaUiRXVl\ Slaced Whe Wime Rf
KeQQed\ aQd KRSechQe'V deSaUWXUe beWZeeQ 11:00 aQd 11:45ɾS.m..

KeQQed\ alVR WeVWified WhaW he QeYeU VWRSSed RQ CemeWeU\ RRad, QeYeU backed XS, QeYeU VaZ Whe deSXW\,
aQd QeYeU VaZ aQRWheU caU RU SeUVRQ afWeU he lefW Whe cRWWage ZiWh KRSechQe. He fXUWheU claimed WhaW
afWeU he WXUQed RQWR Dike RRad, he ZaV dUiYiQg aQd did QRW Ueali]e WhaW he ZaV QR lRQgeU headed ZeVW
WRZaUd Whe feUU\ laQdiQg bXW ZaV iQVWead headiQg eaVW WRZaUd Whe baUUieU beach.

KeQQed\ eVWimaWed hiV VSeed aW Whe Wime Rf Whe accideQW WR be "aSSUR[imaWel\ 20 mileV SeU hRXU
[32ɾkm/h]".[85]

KeQQed\ WeVWified WhaW he had "fXll iQWeQWiRQ Rf UeSRUWiQg iW. AQd I meQWiRQed WR GaUgaQ aQd MaUkham
VRmeWhiQg like, 'YRX Wake caUe Rf Whe RWheU giUlV; I Zill Wake caUe Rf Whe accideQW!'²WhaW iV ZhaW I Vaid aQd I
dRYe iQWR Whe ZaWeU."[32] KeQQed\ had WRld GaUgaQ aQd MaUkham QRW WR Well Whe RWheU ZRmeQ aQ\WhiQg
abRXW Whe iQcideQW "becaXVe I felW VWURQgl\ WhaW if WheVe giUlV ZeUe QRWified WhaW aQ accideQW had WakeQ
Slace aQd MaU\ JR had, iQ facW, dURZQed, WhaW iW ZRXld RQl\ be a maWWeU Rf VecRQdV befRUe all Rf WhRVe
giUlV, ZhR ZeUe lRQg aQd deaU fUieQdV Rf MaU\ JR'V, ZRXld gR WR Whe VceQe Rf Whe accideQW aQd eQWeU Whe
ZaWeU ZiWh, I felW, a gRRd chaQce WhaW VRme VeUiRXV miVhaS mighW haYe RccXUUed WR aQ\ RQe Rf Whem."[33]

KeQQed\ WeVWified WhaW he ZaV back aW Whe hRWel aQd "almRVW WRVVed aQd WXUQed aQd Zalked aURXQd WhaW
URRm.... I had QRW giYeQ XS hRSe all QighW lRQg WhaW, b\ VRme miUacle, MaU\ JR ZRXld haYe eVcaSed fURm
Whe caU."[86] KeQQed\ cRmSlaiQed WR Whe hRWel RZQeU aW 2:55ɾa.m. WhaW he had beeQ aZakeQed b\ a QRiV\
SaUW\.[16][87] AW 8ɾ a.m., GaUgaQ aQd MaUkham fRXQd him aW hiV hRWel ZheUe Whe\ had a "heaWed
cRQYeUVaWiRQ" iQ KeQQed\'V URRm. AccRUdiQg WR KeQQed\'V WeVWimRQ\, Whe WZR meQ aVked Zh\ he had QRW
UeSRUWed Whe accideQW, aQd he UeVSRQded b\ WelliQg Whem "abRXW m\ RZQ WhRXghWV aQd feeliQgV aV I VZam
acURVV WhaW chaQQel... WhaW VRmehRZ ZheQ Whe\ aUUiYed iQ Whe mRUQiQg WhaW Whe\ ZeUe gRiQg WR Va\ WhaW
MaU\ JR ZaV VWill aliYe."[86]

MaUkham WeVWified WhaW afWeU WheiU UeVcXe aWWemSW, KeQQed\ ZaV VRbbiQg aQd RQ Whe YeUge Rf becRmiQg
cUa]ed.[88] GaUgaQ aQd MaUkham WeVWified WhaW Whe\ aVVXmed WhaW KeQQed\ ZaV gRiQg WR iQfRUm Whe
aXWhRUiWieV abRXW Whe accideQW RQce he gRW back WR EdgaUWRZQ, aQd VR Whe\ did QRW dR Whe UeSRUWiQg
WhemVelYeV.[16] IQ aQ OcWRbeU 15, 1994, iQWeUYieZ fRU RRQald KeVVleU'V bRRk The SiQV Rf Whe FaWheU:
JRVeSh P. KeQQed\ aQd Whe D\QaVW\ He FRXQded, GaUgaQ Vaid WhaW he aQd MaUkham UeWXUQed WR Whe
VceQe Rf Whe accideQW ZiWh KeQQed\, Whe\ bRWh XUged KeQQed\ WR UeSRUW Whe accideQW WR Whe SRlice. "The
cRQYeUVaWiRQ ZaV bUief abRXW haYiQg WR UeSRUW", GaUgaQ WRld KeVVleU, a fRUmeU The WaVhiQgWRQ PRVW
UeSRUWeU, fRU Whe bRRk. "I ZaV iQViVWeQW RQ iW. PaXl MaUkham ZaV backiQg me XS RQ iW. Ted Vaid, 'Oka\,
Rka\, JRe\, Rka\. I'Ye gRW Whe SRiQW, I'Ye gRW Whe SRiQW.' TheQ he WRRk a feZ VWeSV aQd dRYe iQWR Whe ZaWeU,
leaYiQg MaUkham aQd I e[SecWiQg WhaW he ZRXld caUU\ RXW Whe cRQYeUVaWiRQ."[89]

KeQQed\'V WeVWLPRQ\

GaUJaQ aQd MaUNKaP'V WeVWLPRQ\

FaUUaU'V WeVWLPRQ\



FaUUaU WeVWified:

IW lRRked aV if Vhe ZeUe hRldiQg heUVelf XS WR geW a laVW bUeaWh Rf aiU. IW ZaV a cRQVciRXVl\
aVVXmed SRViWiRQ«. She didQ'W dURZQ. She died Rf VXffRcaWiRQ iQ heU RZQ aiU YRid. IW WRRk heU
aW leaVW WhUee RU fRXU hRXUV WR die. I cRXld haYe had heU RXW Rf WhaW caU WZeQW\-fiYe miQXWeV
afWeU I gRW Whe call. BXW he didQ'W call.

² diYeU JRhQ FaUUaU, IQTXeVW iQWR Whe DeaWh Rf MaU\ JR KRSechQe, CRmmRQZealWh Rf
MaVVachXVeWWV, EdgaUWRZQ DiVWUicW CRXUW. NeZ YRUk: EVR PURdXcWiRQV, 1970.

FaUUaU WeVWified WhaW KRSechQe'V bRd\ ZaV SUeVVed XS iQ Whe caU iQ Whe VSRW ZheUe aQ aiU bXbble ZRXld
haYe fRUmed. He iQWeUSUeWed WhaW WR meaQ WhaW Vhe had VXUYiYed iQ Whe aiU bXbble afWeU Whe caU
VXbmeUged, aQd he cRQclXded WhaW:

Had I UeceiYed a call ZiWhiQ fiYe WR WeQ miQXWeV Rf Whe accideQW RccXUUiQg, aQd ZaV able, aV I
ZaV Whe fRllRZiQg mRUQiQg, WR be aW Whe YicWim'V Vide ZiWhiQ WZeQW\-fiYe miQXWeV Rf UeceiYiQg
Whe call, iQ VXch eYeQW WheUe iV a VWURQg SRVVibiliW\ WhaW Vhe ZRXld haYe beeQ aliYe RQ UemRYal
fURm Whe VXbmeUged caU.[30]

FaUUaU belieYed WhaW KRSechQe "liYed fRU aW leaVW WZR hRXUV dRZQ WheUe."[90]

JXdge BR\le UeleaVed Whe fRllRZiQg fiQdiQgV iQ hiV UeSRUW:[91]

"DeaWh SURbabO\ RccXUUed beWZeeQ 11:30¬S.P. RQ JXO\ 18 aQd 1:00¬a.P. RQ JXO\ 19, 1969."
"KeQQed\ aQd KRSechQe did QRW iQWeQd WR UeWXUQ WR EdgaUWRZQ aW WhaW WiPe; ... KeQQed\ did QRW iQWeQd
WR dUiYe WR Whe feUU\ VOiS aQd hiV WXUQ RQWR D\Ne [Vic] RRad had beeQ iQWeQWiRQaO."
"A VSeed Rf WZeQW\ PiOeV SeU hRXU aV KeQQed\ WeVWiÀed WR, RSeUaWiQg Whe caU aV OaUge aV hiV
OOdVPRbiOe, ZRXOd be aW OeaVW be QegOigeQW aQd, SRVVibO\, UecNOeVV. If KeQQed\ NQeZ Rf WhiV ha]aUd,
hiV RSeUaWiRQ Rf Whe YehicOe cRQVWiWXWed cUiPiQaO cRQdXcW."
"EaUOieU RQ JXO\ 18, he had beeQ dUiYeQ RYeU ChaSSaTXiddicN RRad WhUee WiPeV, aQd RYeU D\Ne RRad
aQd D\Ne BUidge WZice. KRSechQe had beeQ dUiYeQ RYeU ChaSSaTXiddicN URad ÀYe WiPeV aQd RYeU
D\Ne RRad aQd D\Ne BUidge WZice."
"I beOieYe iW SURbabOe WhaW KeQQed\ NQeZ Rf Whe ha]aUd WhaW Oa\ ahead Rf hiP RQ D\Ne RRad, bXW WhaW,
fRU VRPe UeaVRQ QRW aSSaUeQW fURP Whe WeVWiPRQ\, he faiOed WR e[eUciVe dXe caUe aV he aSSURached
Whe bUidge."
"I, WheUefRU [Vic], ÀQd WheUe iV SURbabOe caXVe WR beOieYe WhaW EdZaUd M. KeQQed\ RSeUaWed hiV PRWRU
YehicOe QegOigeQWO\¬« aQd WhaW VXch RSeUaWiRQ aSSeaUV WR haYe cRQWUibXWed WR Whe deaWh Rf MaU\ JR
KRSechQe."

HaYiQg fRXQd SURbable caXVe Rf a cUime, XQdeU MaVVachXVeWWV laZ BR\le cRXld haYe iVVXed a ZaUUaQW fRU
hiV aUUeVW, bXW he did QRW dR VR.[92] DeVSiWe BR\le'V fiQdiQgV, DiQiV chRVe QRW WR SURVecXWe KeQQed\ fRU
maQVlaXghWeU. The KRSechQe famil\ did QRW bUiQg aQ\ legal acWiRQ agaiQVW him bXW did UeceiYe a Sa\meQW
Rf $90,904 fURm him SeUVRQall\ aQd $50,000 fURm hiV iQVXUaQce cRmSaQ\.[9][93] The KRSechQeV laWeU
e[SlaiQed WheiU deciViRQ QRW WR Wake legal acWiRQ b\ Va\iQg, "We figXUed WhaW SeRSle ZRXld WhiQk Ze ZeUe
lRRkiQg fRU blRRd mRQe\."[93]

OQ ASUil 6, 1970, a DXkeV CRXQW\ gUaQd jXU\ aVVembled iQ VSecial VeVViRQ WR iQYeVWigaWe KRSechQe'V
deaWh. JXdge WilfUed PaTXeW iQVWUXcWed Whe membeUV Rf Whe gUaQd jXU\ WhaW Whe\ cRXld cRQVideU RQl\
maWWeUV bURXghW WR WheiU aWWeQWiRQ b\ Whe VXSeUiRU cRXUW, Whe diVWUicW aWWRUQe\, RU WheiU SeUVRQal
kQRZledge.[94] He ciWed Whe RUdeUV Rf Whe MaVVachXVeWWV SXSUeme JXdicial CRXUW aQd WRld Whe gUaQd jXU\
WhaW iW cRXld QRW Vee Whe eYideQce RU BR\le'V UeSRUW fURm Whe iQTXeVW, Zhich ZeUe VWill imSRXQded.[94]

DiQiV had aWWeQded Whe iQTXeVW aQd VeeQ BR\le'V UeSRUW, aQd he WRld Whe gUaQd jXU\ WhaW WheUe ZaV QRW
eQRXgh eYideQce WR iQdicW KeQQed\ RQ SRWeQWial chaUgeV Rf maQVlaXghWeU, SeUjXU\, RU dUiYiQg WR
eQdaQgeU.[94] The gUaQd jXU\ called fRXU ZiWQeVVeV ZhR had QRW WeVWified aW Whe iQTXeVW; Whe\ WeVWified fRU
a WRWal Rf 20 miQXWeV, bXW QR iQdicWmeQWV ZeUe iVVXed.[94]

FLQdLQJV
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OQ JXl\ 23, 1969, Whe UegiVWUaU Rf Whe MaVVachXVeWWV RegiVWU\ Rf MRWRU VehicleV iQfRUmed KeQQed\ WhaW
hiV liceQVe ZRXld be VXVSeQded XQWil WheUe ZaV a VWaWXWRU\ heaUiQg cRQceUQiQg Whe accideQW.[95] The
VXVSeQViRQ ZaV UeTXiUed b\ MaVVachXVeWWV laZ fRU aQ\ faWal mRWRU Yehicle accideQW if WheUe ZeUe QR
ZiWQeVVeV. The iQ caPeUa heaUiQg ZaV held Ma\ 18, 1970, aQd fRXQd WhaW "RSeUaWiRQ ZaV WRR faVW fRU
e[iVWiQg cRQdiWiRQV." OQ Ma\ 27, Whe UegiVWUaU iQfRUmed KeQQed\ iQ a leWWeU WhaW "I am XQable WR fiQd WhaW
Whe faWal accideQW iQ Zhich a mRWRU Yehicle RSeUaWed b\ \RX ZaV iQYRlYed, ZaV ZiWhRXW VeUiRXV faXlW RQ
\RXU SaUW" aQd VR hiV dUiYeU'V liceQVe ZaV VXVSeQded fRU a fXUWheU Vi[ mRQWhV.[96]

JRXUQaliVW Jack OlVeQ ZURWe Whe fiUVW iQYeVWigaWiYe bRRk RQ Whe caVe, The BUidge aW ChaSSaTXiddick, iQ
1970, aWWemSWiQg WR VRlYe Whe XQaQVZeUed TXeVWiRQV Rf Whe iQcideQW. LieXWeQaQW BeUQie Fl\QQ, a VWaWe
SRlice deWecWiYe aVVigQed WR Whe CaSe CRd diVWUicW aWWRUQe\'V Rffice, ZaV a KeQQed\ admiUeU ZhR came XS
ZiWh a WheRU\ Zhich he cRXldQ'W SURYe: WhaW KeQQed\ gRW RXW Rf Whe caU, aQd KRSechQe dURYe heUVelf Rff
Whe bUidge. "Ted KeQQed\ didQ'W ZaQW WR admiW beiQg dUXQk ZiWh a bURad iQ a caU laWe aW QighW. WheQ he
VaZ 'HXck' LRRk he gRW VcaUed. He WhRXghW a cRS ZaV cRmiQg afWeU him." Fl\QQ claimed WR haYe WRld WhiV
WheRU\ WR OlVeQ, ZhR didQ'W Veem WR be YeU\ imSUeVVed.[97] AlWhRXgh OlVeQ deQied haYiQg eYeU Walked WR
Fl\QQ, he UelaWed WhiV WheRU\ iQ hiV bRRk.[98] KRSechQe ZaV 5ɾ fW 2ɾ iQ (1.57ɾ m), a fRRW VhRUWeU WhaQ
KeQQed\, aQd OlVeQ aUgXed WhaW Vhe mighW SRVVibl\ QRW haYe VeeQ Whe bUidge aV Vhe dURYe KeQQed\'V caU
RYeU XQfamiliaU URadV aW QighW ZiWh QR e[WeUQal lighWiQg, aQd afWeU Vhe had cRQVXmed VeYeUal alcRhRlic
dUiQkV. He ZURWe WhaW KRSechQe QRUmall\ dURYe a VRlkVZageQ BeeWle, Zhich ZaV mXch VmalleU, lighWeU
aQd eaVieU WR haQdle WhaQ KeQQed\'V laUgeU OldVmRbile 88.[99]

A BBC IQVide SWRU\ eSiVRde WiWled "ChaSSaTXiddick", bURadcaVW RQ JXl\ 20, 1994 (Whe 25Wh aQQiYeUVaU\ Rf
Whe iQcideQW), UeSeaWed Fl\QQ'V WheRU\. The eSiVRde aUgXed WhaW Whe e[SlaQaWiRQ ZRXld accRXQW fRU
KeQQed\'V lack Rf cRQceUQ Whe Qe[W mRUQiQg, aV he ZaV XQaZaUe Rf Whe accideQW, aQd fRU Whe fRUeQVic
eYideQce Rf Whe iQjXUieV WR KRSechQe beiQg iQcRQViVWeQW ZiWh heU ViWWiQg iQ Whe SaVVeQgeU VeaW.[100]

ChaSSaTXiddick UeVideQW Bill PiQQe\, iQ hiV 2017 bRRk ChaSSaTXiddick SSeakV, SUeVeQWV a WheRU\ WhaW
KRSechQe ZaV VeUiRXVl\ iQjXUed iQ aQ eaUlieU cUaVh, aQd WheQ Whe bUidge accideQW ZaV faked.[101]

The caVe eYRked mXch VaWiUe Rf KeQQed\. FRU e[amSle, TiPe maga]iQe
UeSRUWed immediaWel\ afWeU Whe iQcideQW WhaW "RQe Vick jRke alUead\
YiVXali]eV a DemRcUaW aVkiQg abRXW Ni[RQ dXUiQg Whe 1972 SUeVideQWial
camSaigQ: 'WRXld \RX leW WhiV maQ Vell \RX a XVed caU?' AQVZeU: 'YeV, bXW I
VXUe ZRXldQ'W leW WhaW Tedd\ dUiYe iW.' "[103] A mRck adYeUWiVemeQW iQ
NaWiRQal LaPSRRQ maga]iQe VhRZed a flRaWiQg VRlkVZageQ BeeWle, iWVelf a
SaURd\ Rf a VRlkVZageQ adYeUWiVemeQW VhRZiQg WhaW Whe Yehicle'V XQdeUVide
ZaV VR Zell Vealed WhaW iW ZRXld flRaW RQ ZaWeU, bXW ZiWh Whe caSWiRQ "If Ted
KeQQed\ dURYe a VRlkVZageQ, he'd be PUeVideQW WRda\." The VaWiUe UeVXlWed
iQ legal acWiRQ b\ VRlkVZageQ, claimiQg XQaXWhRUi]ed XVe Rf iWV WUademaUk;
Whe maWWeU ZaV laWeU VeWWled RXW Rf cRXUW.[104][105]

FRllRZiQg hiV WeleYiVed VSeech RQ JXl\ 25 UegaUdiQg Whe iQcideQW,[69]

VXSSRUWeUV UeVSRQded ZiWh WeleShRQe callV aQd WelegUamV WR QeZVSaSeUV
aQd WR Whe KeQQed\ famil\.[68] The\ ZeUe heaYil\ iQ faYRU Rf hiV UemaiQiQg
iQ Rffice, aQd he ZaV Ue-elecWed iQ 1970 ZiWh 62% Rf Whe YRWe, a maUgiQ Rf
QeaUl\ a half milliRQ YRWeV bXW iW ZaV dRZQ fURm 74% iQ Whe SUeYiRXV
elecWiRQ iQ 1964.

The iQcideQW VeYeUel\ damaged KeQQed\'V QaWiRQal UeSXWaWiRQ aQd
UeSXWaWiRQ fRU jXdgmeQW. OQe aQal\VW aVked, "CaQ Ze Ueall\ WUXVW him if Whe RXVViaQV cRme RYeU Whe ice
caS? CaQ he make Whe kiQd Rf VSliW-VecRQd deciViRQV Whe aVWURQaXWV had WR make iQ WheiU laQdiQg RQ Whe
mRRQ?"[103] BefRUe ChaSSaTXiddick, SXblic SRllV VhRZed WhaW a laUge majRUiW\ e[SecWed KeQQed\ WR UXQ
fRU Whe SUeVideQc\ iQ 1972, bXW he Sledged QRW WR UXQ iQ 1972. FXUWheU, KeQQed\ decliQed WR VeUYe aV
GeRUge McGRYeUQ'V UXQQiQg maWe WhaW \eaU. IQ 1974, he Sledged QRW WR UXQ iQ 1976,[106][107] iQ SaUW
becaXVe Rf Whe UeQeZed media iQWeUeVW iQ ChaSSaTXiddick.[22]

The iQcideQW URbbed ChaSSaTXiddick Rf iWV WUadiWiRQal Seace aQd SUiYac\, aWWUacWiQg laUge WRXUiVW gURXSV
ZaQWiQg WR YieZ Whe ViWeV cRQQecWed ZiWh Whe WUaged\, aV lameQWed b\ a 4Wh-geQeUaWiRQ UeVideQW, Bill
PiQQe\, aXWhRU Rf ChaSSaTXiddick SSeakV (2017).[101]

FUinge WheoUieV
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IQ laWe 1979, KeQQed\ aQQRXQced hiV caQdidac\ fRU Whe SUeVideQc\ ZheQ he challeQged PUeVideQW Jimm\
CaUWeU fRU Whe DemRcUaWic QRmiQaWiRQ fRU Whe 1980 elecWiRQ. OQ NRYembeU 4, 1979, CBS bURadcaVW a RQe-
hRXU WeleYiViRQ VSecial SUeVeQWed b\ RRgeU MXdd, WiWled Tedd\. The SURgUam cRQViVWed Rf aQ iQWeUYieZ
ZiWh KeQQed\; Whe iQWeUYieZ ZaV iQWeUVSeUVed ZiWh YiVXal maWeUialV. MXch Rf Whe VhRZ ZaV deYRWed WR Whe
ChaSSaTXiddick iQcideQW. DXUiQg Whe iQWeUYieZ, MXdd TXeVWiRQed KeQQed\ UeSeaWedl\ abRXW Whe
iQcideQW aQd aW RQe SRiQW diUecWl\ accXVed him Rf l\iQg.[108] KeQQed\ alVR gaYe ZhaW RQe aXWhRU
deVcUibed aV aQ "iQcRheUeQW aQd UeSeWiWiYe" aQVZeU WR Whe TXeVWiRQ, "Wh\ dR \RX ZaQW WR be
PUeVideQW?"[109] The SURgUam iQflicWed VeUiRXV SRliWical damage RQ KeQQed\.[109][110][111][112][113][114]

CaUWeU allXded WR Whe ChaSSaTXiddick iQcideQW WZice iQ fiYe da\V, RQce declaUiQg WhaW he had QRW
"SaQicked iQ Whe cUiViV."[115] KeQQed\ lRVW Whe DemRcUaWic QRmiQaWiRQ WR CaUWeU, ZhR, iQ WXUQ, lRVW Whe
geQeUal elecWiRQ WR RRQald ReagaQ b\ a laQdVlide. AfWeU Whe iQcideQW, he ZRQ VeYeQ Ue-elecWiRQV WR Whe US
SeQaWe. KeQQed\ UemaiQed a VeQaWRU XQWil hiV deaWh iQ 2009.

AfWeU KeQQed\'V deaWh, NeZ YRUk TiPeV Maga]iQe ediWRU Ed KleiQ VWaWed WhaW KeQQed\ aVked SeRSle,
"HaYe \RX heaUd aQ\ QeZ jRkeV abRXW ChaSSaTXiddick?" "IW'V QRW WhaW he didQ'W feel UemRUVe abRXW Whe
deaWh Rf MaU\ JR KRSechQe," KleiQ aUgXed, "BXW WhaW he VWill alZa\V VaZ Whe RWheU Vide Rf eYeU\WhiQg aQd
Whe UidicXlRXV Vide Rf WhiQgV, WRR."[116] The Dike BUidge became aQ XQZaQWed WRXUiVW
aWWUacWiRQ[117][118][119][120][121] aQd Whe RbjecW Rf VRXYeQiU hXQWeUV.[122] NaQce L\RQV VWaWed iQ a 2008
iQWeUYieZ WhaW Whe ZRmeQ SUeVeQW aW ChaSSaTXiddick had VXffeUed bRWh SURfeVViRQall\ aQd
SeUVRQall\.[123]

The iQcideQW iV ficWiRQali]ed iQ JR\ce CaURl OaWeV' QRYella Black WaWeU (1992).

IW iV Whe ceQWUal VXbjecW Rf JRhQ CXUUaQ'V film ChaSSaTXiddick (2017).

A VimilaU, ficWiRQal iQcideQW iQVSiUed b\ Whe ChaSSaTXiddick iQcideQW WakeV Slace aQd iV cRYeUed XS iQ Whe
VeaVRQ 1 fiQale Rf SXcceVViRQ.[124]

¬1960V SRUWaO

1. GaUgaQ'V PRWheU ZaV Whe ViVWeU Rf KeQQed\'V PRWheU. GaUgaQ'V PRWheU died ZheQ he ZaV Vi[, aQd he
ZaV UaiVed afWeU WhaW b\ Ted'V SaUeQWV JRVeSh P. aQd RRVe KeQQed\.[12@

2. The SXUVe ZaV OefW iQ Whe caU ZheQ TUeWWeU dURYe heU bacN WR EdgaUWRZQ eaUOieU iQ Whe eYeQiQg WR
bRUURZ a UadiR.[19@

3. KeQQed\ ÀUVW caOOed HeOga WagQeU, a KeQQed\ faPiO\ fUieQd, WR geW a ShRQe QXPbeU fRU SPiWh, ZhR
ZaV YacaWiRQiQg iQ EXURSe.

4. A ShRWRgUaShic UeSURdXcWiRQ Rf AUeQa'V W\SiQg ZaV E[hibiW QXPbeU 2 aW Whe iQTXeVW aQd iV aYaiOabOe aW
DaPRUe, S. 448.

5. AUeQa fRU VRPe UeaVRQ W\Sed "D\Ne", WhRXgh MaUNhaP XVed Whe cRUUecW VSeOOiQg "DiNe". See
DaPRUe, SicWXUe iQVeUW.

6. AW WhiV SRiQW, AUeQa addV "(aUURZ RQ PaS)". MaUNaP aW WhiV VaPe SRiQW XVeV a caUeW WR iQVeUW a OiQe Rf
We[W WhaW iV iOOegibO\ cURVVed RXW; Vee SicWXUe iQ DaPRUe, S.448.

7. The VWaWePeQW OefW KRSechQe'V VXUQaPe bOaQN becaXVe KeQQed\ ZaV XQVXUe Rf iWV VSeOOiQg; Vee
DaPRUe, S. 22.
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